
Entrepreneurship for the 
People

Government Resources for researching, starting, and growing your business



Who is this guy?
• Tyler Martindale

• Business and Economics Librarian @ Auburn University Libraries

• tyler.martindale@auburn.edu

• (334) 844-2715

• libguides.auburn.edu/martindale



Today’s Plan

• Business 
Research/Reference

• Planning, launching, 
growing a business



Just so we’re on the same page -
Government Documents are…



Business Research and/or 
Reference
Gov Docs can help learn about companies, industries, finances, and demographics



Business Research “Core Four”, 
by Celia Ross

• Company Information
• Who are the top executives at IBM?

• Industry Information
• What is the average national wage for steel workers?

• Investing/Financial Information
• What was the EBITDA for Walmart in 2018?

• Demographic Information
• What is the average income for college-educated 

Hispanics in Auburn?



• Securities and Exchange 
Commission
• 10-K, 10-Q, S-1, etc
• EDGAR (Electronic Data 

Gathering, Analysis, and 
Retrieval – 1984)
• Public Companies Only

Company Information

https://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/companysearch.html




• NAICS Manual

• SIC Search

• Industry Statistics Portal

• Bureau of Economic Analysis
• Regional Economic Accounts –

geographic distribution of economic 
activity and growth 

• Industry Economic Accounts – detailed 
view of US producers and users, and 
production across industries

• BLS Statistics by Industry

Industry Information

https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/
https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/sicsearch.html
https://www.census.gov/econ/isp/
https://www.bea.gov/data/economic-accounts/regional
https://www.bea.gov/data/economic-accounts/industry
https://www.bls.gov/bls/industry.htm








• SEC.gov
• Company Financials (10-Ks, etc)

• Mutual Funds

• Money Market Funds

• Exchange-traded Funds

• Variable Annuities

• Investor.gov
• Publications and Research

Financial Information

https://www.investor.gov/additional-resources/general-resources/publications-research




• US Census
• American Factfinder

• County Business Patterns

• Bureau of Labor Statistics
• BLS Statistics on Spending and Time Use

• PolicyMap

Demographic Information

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cbp.html
https://www.bls.gov/bls/spending.htm
https://www.policymap.com/










Putting it into practice, 
a daycare example





Day Care Business



Day Care Business







Hypothetical Business: Day Care













Google Search –
day care industry 
site:.gov



Google Search –
day care industry 
site:.gov



Entrepreneurship Fundamentals
• What product or service am I providing? What need does it fill?

• Who are my customers?  Why will they purchase from me?

• How will I reach my customers? 

• How will I fund the business?



Planning, Launching, Growing
These resources can help you organize your thoughts on starting a business and 
begin drafting your business plans, as well as providing checklists and other helpful 
information



Small Business 
Adminstration @ sba.gov

• SBA’s 10 Steps to Start a Business:

1. Conduct market research
2. Write a business plan
3. Fund your business
4. Pick your business location
5. Choose a business structure

6. Choose your business name
7. Register your business
8. Get federal and state tax IDs
9. Apply for licenses and permits
10. Open a business bank account

• Has a little bit of everything.  Definitely the place to start. 
Alabama District Office in Birmingham

https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/al/birmingham




Other Helpful Getting-Starting Resources

• Small Business 
@ USA.gov

• SCORE
• The Service Corps of Retired Executives

• Resource partner of the SBA

https://www.usa.gov/business-taxes
https://www.score.org/


Alabama-specific 

• AtlasAlabama.gov – Alabama 
Department of Revenue
• Alabama Small Business Commission 

(ASBC)

• MadeinAlabama.com – Alabama 
Department of Commerce
• Guide to doing business in Alabama

• Small Business Resource Guide

• Incubator Programs

https://atlasalabama.gov/
http://www.madeinalabama.com/business-development/small-business/incubator-programs/
http://www.madeinalabama.com/download/assets/2013/02/Alabama2016resourceguide.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/resourceguide_2822.pdf
http://www.madeinalabama.com/download/assets/2013/02/Alabama2016resourceguide.pdf


Even more Alabama-specific 

• Alabama Small Business 
Development Network @ 
America's Small Business 
Development Center

• Alabama Member Universities
• Alabama State University

• Auburn University

• Jacksonville State University

• Troy University

• University of Alabama

• University of Alabama in Huntsville

• University of North Alabama

• University of South Alabama

• University of West Alabama

http://asbdc.org/




Writing the Business Plan

• Small Business Administration 
• Build Your Business Plan Tool

• AtlasAlabama
• Steps to writing a business plan

• Plan Outline

• SCORE
• Developing a Strategy: The Business 

Plan

• Business Plan Template for a Startup 
Business

https://www.sba.gov/tools/business-plan/1
https://atlasalabama.gov/plan/steps-to-writing-a-business-plan/
https://atlasalabama.gov/plan/detailed-business-plan-outline/
https://birmingham.score.org/resource/developing-strategy-business-plan
https://birmingham.score.org/resource/business-plan-template-startup-business




Finances
These resources can help you understanding your funding options, locate funding 
opportunities, and estimate your startup costs.



• Funding Sources
• The Small Business Innovation 

Research (SBIR) program

• Small Business Technology Transfer 
(STTR)

• FDIC Fueling Your Business Guide

Finding Funding

• Estimating Costs
• SCORE Finance Templates

• SBA Startup Costs Guide

• Funding Sources
• SBA.gov

• Southern Development Council

• USA.gov/business – Finance Your 
Business

• Alabama Small Business 
Development Center – Capital 
Access Program

• Alabama Department of Economic 
and Community Affairs (ADECA) 
State Small Business Credit Initiative

http://www.sbir.gov/
http://www.sbir.gov/about/about-sttr
https://www.fdic.gov/about/diversity/sbrp/32.pdf
https://www.score.org/resource/business-planning-financial-statements-template-gallery
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/plan-your-business/calculate-your-startup-costs
http://sdcinc.org/about-us/
https://www.usa.gov/funding-options
http://asbdc.org/financing/
http://adeca.alabama.gov/Divisions/ced/cdp/Pages/SSBCI.aspx






Taxation with representation
• IRS.gov – Small Business and Self-employed Tax Center

• IRS.gov – Doing Business in Alabama

• Atlas Alabama Guide to Business Taxes

• Alabama Department of Revenue
• Starting a New Business PDF
• BEST Checklist for New Business Taxpayers

• SBA.gov – Tax Guide

• Get federal and state tax IDs
• Employee Identification Number Assistant @ IRS.gov
• My Alabama Taxes @ Alabama Department of Revenue

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/alabama
https://atlasalabama.gov/launch/guide-to-business-taxes/
https://revenue.alabama.gov/services/
https://revenue.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Business-Starting_a_New_Business.pdf
https://revenue.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/BEST-Checklist-for-New-Businesses.pdf
https://www.usa.gov/business-taxes
https://sa.www4.irs.gov/modiein/individual/index.jsp
https://revenue.alabama.gov/business-registration/register-a-business/


Legal Concerns
These resources can help you understand your compliance obligations, register 
your business, structure your business, name your business, and obtain the correct 
licenses and permits.



• Choosing a business structure
• IRS.gov – Business Structures
• SBA.gov – Choosing a Business Structure
• Alabama’s Answers from 

MadeinAlabama.com
• Business Entities from AtlasAlabama

• Choosing a business name
• Alabama – Secretary of State Business 

Entity Search
• US Patent and Trademark Office

• Registering your business
• State and Federal Online Business 

Registration
• Alabama – Secretary of State Business 

Services
• Alabama Procedures for Incorporation

Translating Legalese

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/business-structures
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/launch-your-business/choose-business-structure
http://www.madeinalabama.com/assets/2013/02/2012_Alabama_Answers.pdf
https://atlasalabama.gov/plan/business-entities/
https://www.sos.alabama.gov/government-records/business-entity-records
https://www.uspto.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/state-and-federal-online-business-registration
https://www.alabamainteractive.org/sos/welcome.action
https://atlasalabama.gov/plan/procedures-for-incorporation/




Translating Legalese
• Licenses and permits

• Federal - SBA Guide

• State - Alabama Dept of Revenue

• Local - MadeinAlabama Local 
Resources

• Additional Compliance
• US Department of Labor Small 

Business Resource Center

• US Department of Labor 
Employment Laws Assistance 
Center

• AtlasAlabama Insurance Guide

https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/launch-your-business/apply-licenses-permits
https://revenue.alabama.gov/forms/?d=business-license
http://www.madeinalabama.com/business-development/small-business/local-development/
https://www.dol.gov/oasam/programs/osdbu/sbrefa/
https://webapps.dol.gov/elaws/
https://atlasalabama.gov/plan/insurance/






• U.S. Minority Business Development Agency

• U.S. Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization

• U.S Small Business Administration Office of Native American Affairs

• U.S Small Business Administration Office of Veterans Development

• U.S Small Business Administration Office of Women’s Business 
Ownership

Underserved Populations
These are organizations that assist minorities and other special interest 
groups in small business matters.

http://www.mbda.gov/
http://www.osec.doc.gov/osdbu/
http://www.sba.gov/naa
http://www.sba.gov/aboutsba/sbaprograms/ovbd/aboutus/index.html
http://www.sba.gov/aboutsba/sbaprograms/onlinewbc/index.html


Thank you!
Tyler Martindale

tyler.martindale@auburn.edu

(334) 844-2715


