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With the rise of evidenced based budgeting 
the need for nontechnical illustration has 
become increasingly important for telling the 
story of library place within the academic 
community. Because librarians tend to speak 
their own language; how do you translate 
librarian speak for non-librarians when it 
comes to discussing library value? During Fall 
Semester 2014, Auburn University Libraries 
faculty and staff produced a series of 
infographics for use during a successful 
presentation by the libraries’ development 
officer to  other Auburn University 
development officers and staff. These 
infographics clearly laid out in non-library 
jargon the costs and returns on investments 
for the three major divisions of Humanities; 
Social Sciences; and Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Medicine (STEM). 
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SUPPORT 
REPORT 

2013 – 2014 

The Auburn University Libraries’ support of the all Auburn University departments  

through an analysis of information materials provided 

 

Journals 

Databases 

 Books (2009 – 2013) 

Auburn University Libraries 

 

4003  
 

650,173  

 

Number of  

Journals 

 

Cost of 

Journals 

 

Number of 

 Searches 

 

Average Cost  

per Search 

 

 

 

$4,856,746 
 $7.47 

 

 

 

$982,268 
Total 2013 cost of 

databases 

supporting all 

Auburn University 

departments 

WorldCat 

FirstSearch 

$27,759 

$1.49 

per search 

19,088  

searches 

Web of Science  

$169,945 
$0.67 

per search 

14,892 

searches 

$9,907 

Digital 

Dissertations/Theses 

Per search:  

$2.08 

81,655 

 searches 

Prints Purchased (’09 – ’13) Price Avg. Book Cost    Circulations 

15,676 Humanities prints $678,814 $43.30 14,601 

17,834 Social Sciences prints $703,933 $39.47 13,366 

8,509 STEM prints $614,550 $72.22 12,608 

TOTAL: 42,019 Print Books $1,997,298 $47.53 $46.49 

 

eBooks Purchased (’12-’13) Price Avg. eBook Cost Circulations 
150 Humanities eBooks $10,534 $70.23            N/A 

113 Social Sciences eBooks $22,368 $197.95            N/A 

516 STEM eBooks $52,110 $100.99            N/A 

TOTAL: 779 eBooks $85,013 $109.13            N/A 

      
     

 Total cost of books, in 5 years, supporting Auburn University 

Three of many databases supporting all areas 

$2,082,312 



 

 

 

SUPPORT 
REPORT 

2013 – 2014 

The Auburn University Libraries’ support of the Auburn University’s Humanities  

through an analysis of information materials provided 

 

Journals 

Databases 

 Books (2009 – 2013) 

Auburn University Humanities 

 

592  
 

31,910  

 

Number of Humanities 

Journals 

 

Cost of Humanities 

Journals 

 

Number of Humanities 

Searches 

 

Average Cost per 

Humanities Search 

 

 

 

$141,224 
 $4.43 

 

 

 

$327,213 
Total 2013 cost of 

databases 

supporting Auburn 

University Humanities  MLA Int’l 

 Bibliography 

$11,750 

$0.19 

per search 

62,949  

searches 

Web of Science  

$169,945 
$0.45 

per search 

33,549 

searches 

$15,000 

JSTOR 

Per search:  

$2.08 

81,655 

 searches 

Prints Purchased (’09 – ’13) Price Avg. Book Cost  Circulations 

15,676 Humanities prints $678,814 $43.30 14,601 

17,834 Social Sciences prints $703,933 $39.47 13,366 

8,509 STEM prints $614,550 $72.22 12,608 

TOTAL: 42,019 Print Books $1,997,298 $47.53 $46.49 

 

eBooks Purchased (’12-’13) Price Avg. eBook Cost Circulations 
150 Humanities eBooks $10,534 $70.23 N/A 

113 Social Sciences eBooks $22,368 $197.95 N/A 

516 STEM eBooks $52,110 $100.99 N/A 

TOTAL: 779 eBooks $85,013 $109.13 N/A 
 

Total cost of books, in 5 years, supporting Auburn Humanities 

Three of many databases supporting all areas 

$689,349 



 

 

 

SUPPORT 
REPORT 

2013 – 2014 

The Auburn University Libraries’ support of the Auburn University’s STEM 

through an analysis of information materials provided 

 

Journals 

Databases 

 Books (2009 – 2013) 

Auburn University STEM 

 

1993  
 

420,746  

 

Number of STEM 

Journals 

 

Cost of  

STEM Journals 

 

Number of  

STEM Searches 

 

Average Cost per 

STEM Search 

 
$3,882,067 

 $9.23 

 

 

 

$566,896 
Total 2013 cost of 

databases 

supporting Auburn 

University STEM  
BioOne 

$13,059 

$1.27 

per search 

10,274  

searches 

CINHAL (Ebsco) 

$2,832 
$3.02 

per search 

36,519 

searches 

$110,408 

SciFinder  

Scholar 

Per search:  

$0.03 

87,558 

 searches 

Prints Purchased (’09 – ’13) Price Avg. Book Cost  Circulations 

15,676 Humanities prints $678,814 $43.30 14,601 

17,834 Social Sciences prints $703,933 $39.47 13,366 

8,509 STEM prints $614,550 $72.22 12,608 

TOTAL: 42,019 Print Books $1,997,298 $47.53 $46.49 

 

eBooks Purchased (’12-’13) Price Avg. eBook Cost Circulations 
150 Humanities eBooks $10,534 $70.23 N/A 

113 Social Sciences eBooks $22,368 $197.95 N/A 

516 STEM eBooks $52,110 $100.99 N/A 

TOTAL: 779 eBooks $85,013 $109.13 N/A 
 

Total cost of books, in 5 years, supporting STEM 

Three of many databases supporting STEM 

$666,660 



 

 

 

SUPPORT 
REPORT 

2013 – 2014 

The Auburn University Libraries’ support of the Auburn University’s Social Sciences 

through an analysis of information materials provided 

 

Journals 

Databases 

 Books (2009 – 2013) 

Auburn University Social Sciences 

 

1418  
 

197,517  

 

Number of Social 

Sciences Journals 

 

Cost of Social  

Sciences Journals 

 

Number of Social 

Sciences Searches 

 

Average Cost per 

Search 

 $833,455  $4.22 

 

 

 

$556,170 
Total 2013 cost of 

databases 

supporting Social 

Sciences  America: 

History and Life 

$7,591 

$0.15 

per search 

52,252  

searches 

PsycInfo 

$27,069 
$1.26 

per search 

33,869 

searches 

$42,562 

LexisNexis 

Academic Universe 

Per search:  

$0.18 

148,003 

 searches 

Prints Purchased (’09 – ’13) Price Avg. Book Cost  Circulations 

15,676 Humanities prints $678,814 $43.30 14,601 

17,834 Social Sciences prints $703,933 $39.47 13,366 

8,509 STEM prints $614,550 $72.22 12,608 

TOTAL: 42,019 Print Books $1,997,298 $47.53 $46.49 

 

eBooks Purchased (’12-’13) Price Avg. eBook Cost Circulations 
150 Humanities eBooks $10,534 $70.23 N/A 

113 Social Sciences eBooks $22,368 $197.95 N/A 

516 STEM eBooks $52,110 $100.99 N/A 

TOTAL: 779 eBooks $85,013 $109.13 N/A 
 

Total cost of books, in 5 years, supporting Social Sciences 

Three of many databases supporting STEM 

$726,301 


