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CHANGING

AGRICULTURE

J. H. YEAGER, Associate
Agricultural Economist

F ARMING ain't what it used to be!
There have been important changes

in Alabama agriculture during the last
quarter century. Farm operators, their
facilities, machinery, crops, and live-
stock have undergone considerable
change. These changes have great sig-
nificance not only for farmers but also
for townspeople.

Cotton and cottonseed accounted for
73% of all cash farm receipts as an
average for the 5-year period, 1925-29.
During 1950-54, cotton and cottonseed
accounted for only 40% of all cash
farm receipts. Peanuts comprised about
2% of Alabama farmers' cash receipts
25 years ago and approximately 5%
today. All crops made up 85 cents of
each dollar of cash farm receipts in
1925-29, but only 60 cents of each
dollar in 1950-54, Figure 1.

In 1955, a good crop year, the com-
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position of cash farm receipts from
crops, and income from crops as a per-
centage of all cash farm receipts were
almost the same as that during 1950-54.

Income from Livestock Up

Livestock and livestock products
have become increasingly important as
sources of income. In 1955, livestock
and livestock products accounted for
41.6% of the total cash farm receipts.
During 1925-29, they made up only
15 cents of every cash farm receipts
dollar.

In the last 25 years, all major classes
of livestock have shown increases in
the proportion of cash farm receipts
they comprise. In 1955, the percentage
of income from broilers, chickens, and
eggs combined was 14.5% of total cash
farm receipts. That from cattle and
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Fig. 2. Percentage of corn acreage planted
with hybrid seed, Alabama and U. S.

calves was 11.8; hogs, 7.6; and dairy
products, 7.0%.

Along with livestock farming have
come changes in how farms are oper-
ated. In 1930, about 65% of Alabama's
257,395 farmers were tenants. Today,
only one out of three is a tenant. Cash
tenants and croppers have declined
more proportionally than share tenants.

Farms Larger

Alabama farms are getting larger, as
an average. In 1980, the average Ala-
bama farm was 68.2 acres in size. In
1955, it was 117.6 acres. There are
6,530 more farms of 260 acres or larger
today than in 1930. In that year, only
640 farms were reported to be 1,000
acres or larger. The 1955 Census re-
ported 2,365 farms 1,000 acres or over
in size.

Fig. 3. Percentage of cotton ginned of I
in. or longer staple length, Alabama.

Much of the machinery and equip-
ment, commonplace on Alabama farms
today, did not exist 25 years ago. Al-
though many farmers have not mech-
anized completely, the number of trac-
tors on farms increased from 4,664
in 1930 to 65,175 in 1955. Also re-
ported on farms were 65,360 trucks,
5,086 combines, 2,974 corn pickers,
and 3,016 pickup balers.

Better Living Conditions

Work and farm life have been made
easier with new and improved facili-
ties. Last year, almost 90% of all
farms reported electricity, 38% had
running water, 16% had home freezers,
and 18% reported television sets. Nev-
ertheless, rural farm population con-
tinues to go down. In 1930, one out
of every two persons lived on farms,
whereas 20 years later the ratio was
one out of three. The urban population
of Alabama in 1950 accounted for
43.8% of the total.

Varieties of crops, breeds of live-
stock, amounts and kinds of fertilizer,
and farm practices have changed. As
recently as 1940, less than 1% of the
corn acreage in the State was planted
with hybrid seed, Figure 2. In 1956
70.5% of the acreage was in hybrids.

Tremendous improvement has been
made in staple length of cotton. In
1980, approximately 1% of the cotton
ginned in Alabama was 1 in. or longer
in staple. In 1955, cotton 1 in. or
longer in staple length accounted for
97% of the total, Figure 3.

Changes are taking place daily. Nev-
ertheless, agriculture remains a basic
industry in supplying food and fiber
for the population.
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Fig. 1. Receipts from all crops and live-
stock and livestock products as percent-
ages of all cash farm receipts, Alabama.
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Colt at left was tcd serico hay as I he only roughage;, one at rightt received sericea hay
supplemented with cottonseed meal.
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Oats and wheat can
be sidedressed with ni-
trogen without danger
of causing green oat
or wheat poisoning. In
Alabama tests, no cat-
tle were lost from this
disease on oats that
were sidedressed with
up to 600 lb. of am-
monium nitrate per
acre.
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Cow down with green oat poisoning looks
similar to animal with milk fever.
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V. S. SEARCY, Assistant Agronomist
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This plot was given no
herbicide treatment.
Note the large popu-
lation of wild garlic,
which is typical Of
many postures in t he
State.
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In a 2-yeor period, wild garlic in plots w~as controtled most eftectively by treatments
with MH-40 (above) and with 2,4-D (below).
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Fig. 2. Chamber-grown
plants that failed ta set boils
at 72 F. as indicated by the
absence of boils on lower
part of plants. However, they
set an excellent crop with
temperature raised to 85 F.

Best Conditions Determined

i~ttil piiiiii ts X i iitii ii liii hoi iii t
XtiliiiX itt hi ut lo t i tsil l iXXls griIiX i

1iii(ti t coiip1 lotIc i iti ilitt cnrt cniionIX.

I icic fi t h bes(I t coni d 1 itn XX r (FrIo\ti\-

filly cttiiJli it d iiI X X iim boX set.

XIti toiX. et i Iiiill Xdt I \\iitis liii it

tl ctI 1.11 l ws not (Xl hl i \I lii tii(

da,\ tcl-ilti l iii i tsiiX li t l \ i s T 2i 1i t '.

S5 .i li (.11T i i2 i tti\ it pii tt1 ii i tli

Xl th cil lii 1)1r tws X ph ill ti iitXc to i

lit. bolls it il2 F. ii it i i iLit I'. t t

tisl c( ofi boil lls Iitiiiiit. IXc XXiiI I'

thei lants. iii ot IXI l~~l bo i 1 tltl it Xc

S IIT l ivtil itcothu ti lr \\atsI ii iii ii lit

ITh ti i I oill plti it r \iiI i Xi t l i

a tlh ir i hll .p t soiithat ti( tiniX

Fig. t .Cotton at squaring stage in grewt ebamnbir at
is being studied under controlled environmental conditions.

Auburn where batl shedding



I lll I I liIl i /i llZ aplf))l i'ttji lix citi

iii '.t I a i lciix lt producion ( 4il ill i F

lii 111! i lit ii

2)Tisu hii l fwcl ttjt' l ii i 3 l i~ N il"

jeillw it stili li i ittt Iiilx

kxitd (Ii iti itilizi i'i I t ) it~ l (4 t sou i l,

()I itiila i t\ i'll" xxi\ lth i (((( fi I xxit

') ) 1i ititl f ilt~ x) Ijil l -i Ii t ii'u x i

This lis 'lijxssr ttii i Ifito 1 iipp I x\ ciil it
itt ()(7 liIfi ii f77il. hca\ f Ii it xx it ci

t ~ ti11lll iI xx x l ii I xii fl i t I .] III]i'tc

Sli lxxiutl )LtI t I illt xx iiil x ultcxxi

I I)IIt ilii ix i m 1(,i' tit xx iilltu xx ix 272
lit I to(.iltj xiii x lix t lb.i ill~ l f t '

th ciil xi xxI T x v il i it j i I t c fl*' its i

22:1' 11). andlf frit \ il pcrtlt ti tci' i

'fli8 1i) i s compi'- tiio x j it xx c ix \5 i.i

it it \its li I xx ix c 2x ) 1) .f i lt i' i

ti llli l llii x jl i 5 g eil Nti ITlii. ile 7'fi'

'l ii fI I le I\ (I iii I iui'l fill( it \\ its 27

Ill( aii ii _ ti c \\c~ tI l i lx iii '\itisi 15111).

li'xiiltx (I xtii xix ill 20) \iillbllil

xx ixltif l'fh'\( that ix \i litcrll (lix ii

ijlilii lii tic il iill tloxc iir \c xitcil
ati ippiiix j 50 tol 700 7111). oit S-8S

xper i i tll' xx jil ilt ii c11ff ifi. iii

(i IIicii I hiS~lit~rl"(It "Ill (flitil t\il.
\\ tcd li'l) aitiiix 51) 11)f illilil xx ix

x ix i 1)fpljii fI(] ittr I t uh littil thu;I

Ilii'e I.

xi li afit lict iti' of 2i tioi : 11). of iiil

I tixihtti lit 1 t'I cc ii ili l. 'lt ~('itti

ni )s( i it A x1 11 ) 1 lit ' (,r '\\ e i i''i I I xi it I

1t)xix I x ilpit e.ie o-2 i

'4

/

Left -Growth
of 2-year-old
Elberta peach
tree on land
with no winter
legume turned
under: right-
2-year-old El-
berta on land
where manga-
nese bur clover
was used as a
winter cover
crop.
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