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Note absence ot clover in unfertilized plot
at right; plot at left received adequate
lime, potash, and potassium.
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ROUNDWORMS e POULTRY
S. A. EDGAR, Poultry Pathologist
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Untreated pullet shows typical symptoms
of roundworm infestation.
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Long worms are the large roundworms and
small ones are cecal worms; both are com-
mon, important parasites in poultry.
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Pullet after treatment with piperazine.
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T. R. ADKINS, Jr. Graduate Assistanti n Entomology
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Cages housing rabbits in systemic
taberatory at Auburn.
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Model of low-cast, multiple purpose pole barn showing struc-
tural detail. Inset shows method af attaching purlins ta raaf
rafters. Note the absence af diagonal bracing.
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LOW-COST BARNS
WALTER GRUB, Associate Agricultural Engineer
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1. E. STOKES, Agronomist, USDA

I1 11 mi \i A' X 1 X liii ii ,i auth Ilut toot

X u tr il X'igiii h ii ut(itit'd XX \ 11! kioNci

litt IllPHi Xi ightl i'. o111 tiili E i'XX

s\ -11tii til that) N. *' as cssi t t

i' ii it i ((4 I ite i't li\ iiti 11

tha i \ e Xii l o\ I c of soil I liiii i It ) I iibot

tiliX c iiX .1 s\it I i' Nl II t od ii i I j o h \ill i-

Iihc XX ilv prit! oduc'i iits X Xti '-siic tit 111111

Ii ilS I X 1( i IX' ( 'I' iii F i iil tX: o li li'

toll I 'i i(4 ill Xit'i i lt i ii it ~ li co p rIi li

lith I tiii' 2 IS )A. iii p1 itr'

I )iii iiitr the 3 x t'l'

ititiit il i are'

bI'ttt Itilt jlo iit )iii

itc of' SI r ar (I11 l

ill 1 11 ( il t XX Ilt I

it

I 1i 1 -, I " I t I II t It i t Itii t I o l IIt Ii

II 1i 11 i ct'X iX l t tlic I'l Xit 2i V o i il

XX iihsitiini \\t tilt 2Siii Iil( i i SIw i

25.1I tI 25 ) iiXI Ii Trioc its ciipit dl \\X i t ii It229 1o

Filc\ i ~i (Ii I :It Xd is 11(11 itt' i 1i

' t ici. I)ii114 JI fX i llit d l' t ill ti li

111 (XX l Xiii \c (4i i il XXI i i}) ii ii4t. i

laX I Xi t ii tiit't '' X it ii X (ii XI

i p a ts(1 il IXX g %\IX. ro wrtil

ii,

~ ~
~

Sort is a tate-maturing sweet sorghum.
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Tracy is a mid-scason variety, 40 to 55
days earlier than Sort. tUSDA phoato.)



EVERYTHING SEEMS to be getting big-
ger lately - TV screens, cars, crop
yields, businesses, and fishermen's sto-
ries, to mention a few.

Alabama farms are staying in step
with the times and getting larger too.
'he average size farm in the State has
icreased from 68 acres in 1930 to 118

in 1955. The census definition of a
farm has changed somewhat since 1930,
but there is substantial evidence of a
trend toward larger farms.

Analysis of farm records almost al-
ways shows that farm size influences
net earnings. In many respects, acres
act as a multiplier of net income. But
this does not necessarily mean that
small farms do not have a place in
our economic system.

Opportunities for Small Farms

The growing poultry enterprises in
the State show that volume of business
can be increased without adding acres.
Enterprises built on purchased feed
programs can often increase net income.
In addition, there are numerous cases
where the farm provides supplementary
income to that from non-farm sources.
By combining the two, a satisfactory
income is obtained.

In general, farms of less than 260
2res have decreased in numbers since

1935, while larger farms have become
more numerous. Actually, statistics
show that farms of less than 10 acres
increased from 1950 to 1955. This in-
dicates that general statements about
averages and trends in size do not pre-
sent a complete picture of what is hap-
pening. The table shows changes in

7rend toCar
LARGER FARMS i Aama

J. H. YEAGER, Associate Agricultural Economist

numbers of different size farms from
1985 to 1955.

Number of farms
Farm size 1985 1955 Change

Acres Thousands Pct.

Under 10 19.1 18.2 -4.8
10-49 142.4 71.4 -49.8
50-99 60.7 40.0 -84.0
100-179 32.6 24.5 -24.8
180-259 9.2 8.8 -4.3
260-499 6.5 8.0 28.6
500-999 2.1 8.6 78.8
1,000 and over .9 2.4 158.7

TOTAL 273.5 177.0 -85.8

Why has the average Alabama farm
increased in size? The answer, at least
in part, lies outside of agriculture. Be-
cause of industrial expansion, many
families have found it easier and
quicker to increase income by working
off the farm than by expanding their
farm capital investment and working
full time on the farm.

Fewer Farms Produce More

Along with industrial expansion came
more and better machines, fertilizers,
varieties, breeds, facilities, insect and

disease control measures, and workmethods that made greater agricultural

production possible with fewer farmers.
Fewer farmers are needed today thanin former years to produce food and
fiber for our population.

Alabama has lost 55,000 farmerssince 1940. Tenants declined 55%

while owner-operators increased 21%.
The increase in part owners was much
greater than the increase in full own-ers. Cash tenants and croppers showed

a greater percentage decline than share
tenants.

What has happened to the land left
by those who quit farming? In many
cases it has been purchased or leased
by adjoining land owners. In the case
of farms once operated by croppers
who have left agriculture, it is a change
in type of operation, which amounts to
fewer and larger farms. Or if the land
was previously rented by two farmers,
it may now be rented by only one.

Most farmers who have increased
their land area have also expanded total
production. With relatively high initial
and operating costs on farm machinery,
they have spread these costs over more
acres or units of product. Possibly,
some farmers have purchased additional
land with the idea of expanding pro-
duction at a later date. They have con-
sidered land a good investment.

In many cases, farmers acquiring ad-
ditional land have completely reorgan-
ized their land-use program. Part of
the land acquired is being cropped
along with part of their original hold-
ing. Likewise, parts of both holdings
may have been put to forestry uses.
Other areas have been put to improved
permanent pasture. Total livestock
numbers have been increased. It ap-
pears that in making the decision to in-
crease size it is the additional income
from the whole farm rather than income
from the added part that swings the
pendulum in favor of enlarging.
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P AYlIENT OF POSTAGE. $300

Abovc; Typicol symptoms of parakeratosis
due to insufficient zinc. Below: All pigs
treated with zinc carbonate. Pig in front
is same as one above after treatment.


