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SOUTH4LAND-
A Large Cantaloupe for the South

JD. NORTON, Associate Profoessor of Horticulture
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PEDIGREE OF SOUTHLAND

Florisun

Southland

Ga. 47

In well-grown spring plantings, the
fruit of Southland resemble those of
Hale's Best Jumbo, and they have su-
perior quality for eating and shipping.
The seedlings of this plant are vigorous,
becoming exceedingly vigorous at rela-
tively high temperatures. Although
Southland possesses resistance to preval-
ent diseases, spraying for control of dis-
eases is desirable when weather is fav-
orable for development of these diseases.

The fruits are mostly elliptical in
shape, although many may be more
rounded than elliptical. Fruit will meas-
ure 5 to 6 inches in diameter and 6
to 8 inches in length. Fruit size will
vary at different fertility levels and in
different production areas but will aver-
age close to Hale's Best Jumbo. The
melon averaged 3.04 pounds as compared

La. 8-2

L561B1A

La. 7-1

La. 8-2

L273A1A

with 2.73 pounds for Hale's Best Jumbo.
The fruit of Southland are slightly to

deeply ribbed and are well covered with
a medium to rather coarse net. The flesh
is thick, deep orange in color, and of ex-
cellent flavor and aroma under moder-
ately dry conditions and fair to good
under more humid conditions. Seed cav-
ity is moderately small. The fruit ma-
tures in 70 to 75 days, approximately
same as Hale's Best Jumbo. For best
quality, it should be harvested near the
full-slip stage.

Southland has been grown in trials as
AC-63-11 at a number of substations of
the Auburn University Agricultural Ex-
periment Station, the Southern Coopera-
tive Cantaloupe Variety Trials in other
southern states, and grown in demonstra-
tion plantings by commercial growers.

YIELD, FRUIT WEIGHT, AND QUALITY OF CANTALOUPE VARIETIES,
FIVE ALABAMA LOCATIONs,' 1964-69

Variety

Southland 
2

Hales's Best Jumbo
Edisto 47

Yield/acre
Lb.

19,569
14,621
15,932

Average all locations
Fruit wt.

Lb.
3.04
2.73
3.02

'Gulf Coast, Wiregrass, Chilton Area Horticulture, and North Alabama Horticulture
Substations, and Main Station, Auburn.

2 Tested under number AC-63-11.

Soluble solids
Pct.
11.8

6.4
10.1



Southland compares favorably with es-
tablished varieties in yielding ability, but
it is superior to these varieties in quality
and sugar as indicated by soluble solids
in the table.

AVAILABILITY OF SEED

Seed of Southland are being increased
by the Alabama Crop Improvement As-
sociation and will be available from local
seed dealers for 1970 plantings.

SUMMARY

The cantaloupe variety, Southland, de-
veloped in a continuing breeding pro-
gram, has been described, The variety
possesses resistance to downy mildew,
powdery mildew, and gummy stem
blight. It produces melons of excellent
edible quality and market appearance.
The new variety should help fill the need
for commercial acceptable varieties of
good quality adapted to production in
the South.
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