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“Develop state-of-the-art classroom 
facilities and technology-enhanced 
laboratories to support innovative 

teaching and research.”



Engaged Active Student Learning
(EASL)



Elements of EASL
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EASL Lite in RBD Library
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RBD Library’s Old 2nd Floor
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Ethnographic Research Study



Participants & Methods
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• Library

• Students• Faculty

Expectation 
Interviews

Snapshot 
Interviews

Reply CardsDesign 
Workshops



Faculty Expectation Interviews



Faculty Course Goals

Students will: 

o learn how to learn
o develop thinking skills needed to apply knowledge



ENGL Comp: Mapping My Campus



Flipped Classroom Environment

Outside of class, students will:

o review course content 
o communicate with instructor and peers
o share information and post to discussion forums
o retrieve and upload assignments
o use online testing platforms



Student Snapshot Interviews



3 in 5 students 
find it hard to get their work done



Student Reply Cards



“alone together”



Design Workshops



Envisioned Spaces

Supporting classwork
Variety of work configurations 
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Supporting Classwork



Variety of Work Configurations
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Variety of Work Configurations
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RBD Help Desk
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Renovation Begins with 
Shifting the Collection



OLAF at Capacity
185,100 volumes



2nd Floor Renovation



2nd Floor Renovation



2nd Floor Renovation



Construction Communication



Construction 
Communication



No Printing to New Printing Area



Old Instruction 
Lab to Open 

Mac/PC Area



Caribou Coffee to RBD Help Desk



Adding 
Beautiful 
Furniture

Preserving  
Natural Light



Quiet Study 
and Natural Light



Shared 
Thinking Spaces 



Lounge Seating



Group 
Gathering Areas 



Gleason Library
University of Rochester



Wilmeth Active Learning Center
Purdue University



RBD Library’s New 2nd Floor



Project Report

Reconfiguring Auburn University’s Main 
Library for Engaged Active Student  
Learning (2016). Ithaka S+R. 
https://doi.org/10.18665/sr.284239

https://doi.org/10.18665/sr.284239
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