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The PLANTING a *d
MAINTENANCE 4j LAWNS

D. G. STURKIE, Agronomist
H. S. FISHER, Associate Horticulturist

A LAWVN PROV)\IDES the most desirable setting or base for
landlscape development and offers many practical benefits. It
prevents the washing away of soil and1 reduces the amount of dirt
getting into the building in the form of dust and imud. A lawn

proxvides a cooler and more comfortable setting for a b~uilding,
since it reduces glare and absorbs and reflects less heat of the
sun's ray s than does bare ground.

Most ev eryone dlesires a b~eauitifuli lawn around the home, but
too few expend the effort andl care necessary to dev elop one.
In Alabama it is more difficult to establish lawxns than in sections
farther north, since certain growving conditions are not as fav orable
and the grasses that wxill grow are niot alway s satisfactory for
lawn purposes. D~espite these handicaps, some good lawn s can
be found in all sections of the State. Unfortunately these lawns
are in the minoritx , but the fact that some exist indlicates that
more good lawns can be dex elopedl.

SELECTION of GRASSES and GROUND COVER

The followxing plants are us5ed for law ns in xvariious places in
the State: 1 1 om)0 Bcrnmudai 2' ) finie-leaxved B~ermuida, (3)

Krmtuckx bluegrass, (4) St.

- \ngustine. (5) centipede, (6)
c inarpet grass, (7) Zov sia ma-

, y tice11a grass, and (8) ground

___are usedxwithxvaring degrees
of uccesr1)as. Onther gorasesn

par of the Stte mitue of

' -t'- y 1rasse's often pr'oxe satisfac-

; Cf~a1 :r;"; ;,_.,' ,f."Summer Grasses

Cloe-u o comonBemud grss Coxi ioN 131:imUDA GRASS,
C~oe-p f omnBrudrs Cynodon (lactylon, is the most



A Bermuda grass lawn. This grass does not grow in the shade.

common lawn grass used throughout the State. Some objections
to this grass are: It dies don in winter, gets weedy easily, turns
brown in hot drx weather, does not thrixve in shade, and if not
controlled it will spread to cultiv ated areas. Among the advan-
tages of common Bermuda are its hardiness, general availability,
and rapidity in becoming established. Common Bermuda can
be started by sod, sprigs, or seed.

The seed should be planted in March or April at the rate of
about ; pound per 100 square feet. For best results hulled
seed should be used. Studies at Auburn by the Alabama Agricul-
tural Experiment Station show that there is little possibility of
success in establishing a lawn if seed are planted at anx time
other than in early spring or during a prolonged period of rains,
unless an ample supply of wxater is axailable for regular and
thorough xatering. If the soil is kept moist by frequent watering,
the seed may be planted anyl time from April to August. Septem-
ber or October planting is too late for the grass to become estab-
lished sufficientlx to live over the winter.

FINE-LEAVED BERMUDA GRASS, Cynodon transvaalensis, some-
times called African Bermuda grass, was introduced from Trans-
vaal, South Africa. It grows only 2 or 3 inches high, has very fine



leaves producles a dlense sod.'
spreads x cry rap~ily\, and wvill
formu a sod as (1liek] as corn-

m]oll l3criittda. Fine leaxved
Bermu da h as the same -weak-
nesseS as Ct'i1111111 Bermnuda , k "+ ° )'- Tt:

and, inl add~ition, it does not
S(e(l11 to b e as toleran t to ad-'
verse conditions. The principal

adx antage of this mrrass oxver
clnnnt)I Bernmida is that it is
mitceh finler leave(d(. SinIce seed Close-up of fine-leaved Bermuda grass
are nott ax ailalc fl. ine-leav ed sod.

B-crtitnda must be estalished byx sodding; (or by sprigginig.

KI I ) I;Ie vcni ass. Po(1 1)1(IIC8is. is disculssedi ini the section

onl xxinter gYrasses, pae9
SI. \i (asI IN I (.I \s5, Sleuto-

.~Ul la /1.11t s('emltt ll1 is suited

to shaded and~ open Ix t in

the stuilthterit part of the State,
= ' aA z hbt it is inot xx inter-hardx and

i.~ltiio he .roxn fIarthter

itnortit than \Iontroinerx. It is

e ' ; ren o yeiloxx-green ill color,
- P~ ~ tormts a coittaratixc di (ense

at A.uutin, > sud other grasses awl(1x weeds. St.
No te the coarse leaves. Amiistii tiras rnxx s best n)It

miost santdx soils. 1)ut wxill~
thlix e)on soils tihat are too (rx
for carpet 'grass. This ,crass Ii ~. .A~

1Isuliixk Cstaini ihed byx sod or .
sprigs. Siice se(l are I-arIeix Ny
ax ailalie. In settii I sod r y'a '" a

spri gs, car",sol b1)1(1e tak~en to -y

not coxer the plants xwitht soil. t

St. _Iiu stine grrass is siibject to , .? ̂

chinch hug s.'.e4,3

CEN-II1'LI)E Gil ss . Lciitocl- Close-up ot centipede gras si od. Note
lo(1 opltiiloidle., xxas introdullced the dense sod.



/' ccntic(ir brass law~n. This grass is especially valuat)lc , JA,ui

borders of flower beds.

by\ the Uiited1 States Dc)partment1 of Agricu lture from Cinma. It
is a creepinig plalit wxithi a fle(Iitim--Widtlh leaf of light-green color,
and produ ces a dense sod1 that crowd cs ou t most other plaints.
This grass groxxs to a hecight of 3 or .4 inches and~ (1os niot hiave

to be inox ed often to imaiiitain a good appearance. Ceittipede
grass wxill tolerate more shade than Bermutda grass. inut it canni ot
stand ledts', shacl&. Ini general, it wxill thrix e in practically all of
Alab amia aiid under more adix ese coiioins thain Bcrnoi da gralss,
groM in g xxell onl (Irn san dx areas anid on hatiks aiid fills that aie
(diff icuilt to minmtain iii other grasses.

(hn vcrv fertile soils or wxhen large aimiouints of initrogenm areC
applied, centipede grass growxs thick and~ (dense for I year, hut
ditiing the secondrixear practicalix all of it will die. 'ii lex(act
reason for this is inot knoxxni. this grass is especialix wel(1 suited
for lawxns if ordin ary care is gi x n or on poor dry soils. Ccintipede
is one of the imost (desirabile grasses for ulse on sch ool laxi is that
are not plax ed on too much.

Centipede grass begins groxxth earlier in the spring thman does
Bermuda grass, but it is about as suisceptib~le to frost. It is more
drouight resistant than Bermuda andI if mlixed wyith other grasses,
it wxill crowd them omit in a fewx years.



Centipede grass is usualix pro~pagatedl b)\ sod andl sprigs. Care
should be taken in sodding not to cov er the leav es xxithi soil.
Centipede grass may be propagated by sow ing seedl. The seed
should he planted at the rate of 2 ounces per 100 square feet,
and preferably in early March or April.

CAPE GRSS, Axonopous croprssits, is used for lawns on
motist sandyi soils in the soutlhern part of the State. It can be
giroxx nwxith some success uinder suitable soil conditions in the
central and northern parts of Alabama. This grass. like St.
-kigitstin e, is lbroad-leax ed and creejping in its habits of grow th,
and( is oisialix light-green in cclor. It grows wxell in the shade if
ther soil is mtoist.

C:arpet grass produces anE abundance of seed stems that are 8
to t) inches in lheight an(1 have two- or three-branched panicles
that somnewh at resemble those of crab) grass. St. Augustine, by
com)1parison, has I ~w seed stem s, x hich are f lattented unbrancheci
51pikes. Seed stems of carpe.t grass are difficult to cot bx noxxin".
Therefore, a Lamni of thtis grass usu alix has a sonC 1ex at rot ogh or'
"ragged' appearance.

Carpet grass can be started from sod,. sprigs. acid~ seed. Seed
so\x ed at the rate of ' pound her 100) square f(,t x' ill Il~uIill\

A carpet grass lawn. Note how this grass will grow in limited shade near
the pine tree.



gixvC satisfactorx results. Tlhese seed max he planted in the tall.
wxinter, or earl- spring.

ZOY SIA ".Zoysia JitalI'(l(! 1:3521, cotilo 11ulx called1 Zox sia or
M anilla g;rass, xx-as introdutted~ from the orient I)x. the t. ititeci
States Departmnit of Agrilltttr(. It is fproIlhlx the bes~t grass

that has been i ot nid for Ala-
Iarna, prox idedl the laxwn1 is wxeli
('ard for. As far as is knoxwn,

t is su ited1 for u se in all parts
'V 4~~ the State. if sda-

-O-l ha a i4,lai akreell int coley, Ptl dccs a dlense
ve ti " od that feels like a rog, and

loes not gret as xxeeml as does
Ke(ritiuida gyrass. It is one of thle
:niiest srasses to 1 )e-in I rroxxth

ill the sprilig., and is one, of the
Clois.-up 01 Zoysia niatrilai sod, N otc last to (lie in1 the fall, ret nail in

fine leaves and dense sod. "t('('tl lilt ti lot igel. ttatn Bel'-

inda (9 to 1) months of the x ear ini central Alabamna). Zox sia
(groxxs on lx 3 or 4I inches tall, does niot haxve to 1be mnowxed oftenI
andc xxiii (groxx- xerx satisfactori ix either Undimer treecs or in direct
sunlight. It has stood more dens(e shtade tihan aliv othl- grass
testedl at the Alabamna A grit- lti ntl Laperinit et t Station.

Thie txx m iajor faults to be fotutd wxitih Zoxsia atec that it Groxx s
xverx sloiyxlx antd there is nto sou1rce of seed1 at presetnt. It rc( ires
abut? 2 xears to estabY-is a good laxxit, utsittr 2- itich squtare p)ieces
of sod spaced 12 incheles apat. Underl~ the sank c( oid it ion s, Ber-
nmttda grass woul 0(1produlce' otte inI 2 tonthls. A laxxi oI(f Zox sia
needs to be xxell fertilizied and wxateredi foir b est restuIts. T[lie

soil s lio cldnot be allowxed to lwc e1:: too acid. Hcslut. (of stud~ies
at Atuntrn Ii, 'dio.~ that 'alt n the( soil xecomtes as acid :is

pit1 4.5. the griass dies.

CAUTION: Zoysia matrella is not the same grass as the
one sold under the name of Japanese or Korean lawn grass,
Zoyjsia la/)oaimu., the seed of whichi are available.



Zoysia plants. Top-2 months after plant ng with small sprigs. Center-2
months after planting with 2-inch blocks of sod. Bottom--sod 18 months
after setting; right, sprigs; left 2-inch blocks of sod. Note both have covered

the ground equally well.

Winter Lawn Plants

The appearance of a Bermuda grass Laxx n in Nvinter canl he
decidedly improv ed l)y planting a winter grass in the Be'rmuda
sod. The plants dIiscussedI in this section arte often used f or this
pturpose as wxeli as for planting alone for lawn is.

KENTU(CKY 1LiUEGBASS, Poa pratenisis, is ant ex eireen grass but
it tendls to (lie out in central and southern Alabama. It has a



A Kentuc.ky bluegrass lawn in Auburn, Alabama. Note how well this grass
thrives in the shade when the soil is properly treated.

dark-green color and small leav es, is not as harmful to B~ermuida
grass as is Italian rv e, and is, therefore, more dlesirab~le for winter
lawns on areas that are well kept and are in a good state of
fertility . Bluegrass grow s especially well in the shade, and thrive

on moist alkaline soils that are
rich in phosphate. An tapplica

t lionl of basic slag at the rate of
1 ? 5 to 10 pounds and a 6-8-4 ferti-

"lizer at the rate of 2 IpotIIIs per
L 100) square feet should be made

' r yat the time of seeding blue-
grass.

For winter lawns the seed
should be plantedl in October
or November. They may be
sown in January or February

Close-up of Kentucky bluegrass sod, when a winter lawn is nlot
Note the fine leaves and dense sod. desirl. The rate of seeding

should be 1/8 to '1 pound of seed per 100 sqjuare feet. Even under
growing conditions favorable for this grass, it may be necessary
to reseed the lawn from time to time.

[10 1



Ii rAi AN k\ iGA~t SS. Lolium lliflormno, is ant atnnutal grass that
groxws ini the wxinter and (lies in the spring. It is especially wxell
sulited1 to shade. I talian rxegrass should be seeded in October
or N ox embe r at the rate of 1' pound of seedl per 100 sqjuare feet
of area. ie seed may b 1 wxorked lightly into the soil, although
this is niot essential. On estab~lishled lawns, it is adv isal e not to
dishtrb the existing sod wh en plan tinig Italiall rx (grass. A light
rak~in g of the lawxn to settle the seedl to the ground, together wxithi
rolling and xxatering, wxill resulmt ini qu icker and better germinatiou
of the seed.

Italian rx (:grass is not 1 ecomi *"
mrend(ed on lawns established.?

in1 grass other than Berimida4
grass. There is some olbjec- / 3

tinto use of Italian r,'.ss4
olpraetBermuda grass ~'

laxxnms because of damagre to
the permanent sod. Hoxx ever,
such damage is redued if regil
lar mowing is done throughout , t *"al
xxinter and spring and the gen- A
era] fertilizer secheduile is started Close-up of Italian 1 yegrass sod.
immediatelx after the rx egrass
dies in the spring.

WH~IT to'CI ii ox'o. Trifoliui rcl)('O., is soneti toes planted
for a xwinter laxxn and also in a mixture wvith other plants. Wxhite
cloxver requ ires a nearlx neutral soil and shou ld haxve ap)plications
of phosphate for lhest results. An applicationt of 5 to 10 pounds
of basic slag per 100 square feet at the time the seed are sownm
will usually suppiy sufficient lime and phosphate. Aboumt 1!10
pound of seed per 100 squtare feet should be soxxn in September
or October: the seed shou ldi le inocullatedl.

Ground Cover Plants

\'ines atnd other lowx-groxwintg plants can often lbe utsed to good
advantage as ground coxvers on areas where it is difficult to establ-
lish and maintain a satisfactory lawn. Steep banks, terraces.
and densely shaded areas under trees can often b~e more satis-
factorily maintained in a ground cov er than in a grass. There
are a number of plants suitable for use as ground cov ers. How-

[ 111



ever, for supplementing lawn grass in Alabama, English ivy,
common periwinkle, Ophiopogon or Japanese snakebeard, and
partridgeberry are probably the most desirable.

ENGLISH IVY, Hedera helix, is a very satisfactory vine for use
around trees and on banks. It thrives best in areas that are at
least partially shaded. Under some conditions, it may be neces-
sary to prune and thin English ivy to prevent it from becoming
too high and'matted.

COMMON PERIWINKLE, Vinca minor, is a hardy trailing evergreen
plant that has blue flowers and dark-green foliage. However,
there are a number of varieties of Vinca minor having various
colored flowers and foliage. The common periwinkle will usually
be most satisfactory, since it forms a dense mat and tends to
shade out weeds and grasses. Periwinkle does not develop as
dense and heavy a mat as English ivy, and, therefore, does not
harbor snakes. It grows best under moist, half-shaded condi-
tions, but will grow satisfactorily under dry conditions and in
dense shade. It is propagated by division or cuttings and can
be planted practically the year-round in this State. Summer
plantings must be watered.

OPHIOPOGON OR JAPANESE SNAKEBEARD, Ophiopogon japonicus,
is a member of the lily family and is perennial, bearing violet-
purple to white flowers. This is a good plant for use under trees
and it will grow in poor soil and will tolerate drought. It is
propagated by division, and it should be set close enough to
cover the entire area since it spreads little. Although at present
it is used principally in the southern part of the State, it will
probably grow throughout Alabama. Ophiopogon does not re-
quire clipping; however, some people prefer to cut it back at
least once a year.

PARTRIDGEBERRY, Mitchella repens, is a native plant desirable
for use as a ground cover under trees and on most fertile soils
in other shaded areas. The evergreen leaves are small, glossy,
and almost round. Partridgeberry produces pinkish-white flowers
in the spring, followed by scarlet fruit in the fall and winter.
These berries are often borne in pairs. The partridgeberry is
propagated by division and can be collected from the banks of
streams and shaded woods throughout Alabama.

[12]



Grasses for Special Purposes

Such grasses as centipede, St. Augustine, and Zoysia that form
dense sod and tend to crowd out other grasses and weeds are
desirable for use on walks in garden areas, for sodding center
panels in gardens, and, also as buffer strips between established
lawns of Bermuda grass and flower beds, vegetable gardens, and
fields. These grasses can be removed easily from such areas
when they spread into them and do not become a pest as does
Bermuda grass. These grasses, when planted in buffer strips
1 foot or more in width, help prevent the Bermuda grass from
spreading into cultivated areas.

PREPARATION of the AREA for a LAWN

Draining and Grading. Before grading and leveling the area,
all trash, bricks, boards, stone, and similar material should be
hauled away. If such material is buried in the area during the
grading operation, the grass will turn brown and often die over
such places. The area should be then drained, graded, and
leveled. If the soil is poorly drained, it is desirable to put in tile
drains. Lines of 4-inch tile, 25 feet apart, laid 22 feet deep with
a fall of 3 inches for every 50 feet, will take care of the average
drainage problem. The use of tile drains in this State is rarely
necessary if the area is graded and leveled in such a manner as
to provide proper surface drainage.

Before grading the area, the topsoil should be removed to a
depth of 4 to 6 inches and saved for spreading over the area after
the grading is done. If the topsoil is of poor quality, it should
be replaced with rich soil. The subsoil should be brought to the
desired grade and roughly leveled before the topsoil is replaced.

Grading and leveling should be done in such a way as to allow
the water to run away from the house. Six inches to 1 foot of
fall for each 100 feet will be sufficient for proper surface drain-
age. It is not necessary to grade the area to a flat or uniform
surface, since a rolling effect is usually more desirable. Do not
leave depressions or pockets that will hold water, since water
standing on the lawn for a period of time will damage the grass.

Preparation of the Soil. Deep and thorough preparation of the
soil is necessary to establish a good lawn. Unless the soil is

[13]



plowed or spaded deeply, the roots of the plants will be unable
to develop properly. The soil for a lawn should be as well pre-
pared as a good vegetable garden area.

Fertilizing. Lawns are comparatively permanent plantings.
For this reason the soil should not only be plowed or spaded
deeply, but should also be enriched by the addition of fertilizers.

For most lawns, an application of 5 to 10 pounds of basic slag
and 5 to 10 pounds of 6 &4Afertilizer to 100 square feet will give
good results. In additio wvell-rotted manure may be added at
the rate of 40 to 50 pounds per 100 square feet or cottonseed
meal at the rate of 2 to 4 pounds per 100 square feet may be
included. Phosphorus and potash should be applied and worked
thoroughly into the soil at the time the lawn is being prepared.

A good procedure for applying fertilizers at the time the area
is being prepared is to broadcast about one-half of the amount
to be used over the area before plowing or spading, then to work
the remainder into the surface of the soil by disking or by hand
if the area is small. This method permits a better distribution
of the fertilizers throughout the soil in which the grass roots are
to grow and yet concentrates the major portion in the upper layer
where most of the roots will be found.

Concentrated commercial nitrogen fertilizers tend to burn
grasses when they come in direct contact with them. Because of
this fact, when lawns are to be established by sodding or sprig-
ging, the area should be watered or should have a good rain on
it before the grass is set if heavy rates of nitrogen fertilizers have
been used.

PLANTING with SOD

Time of Planting. Lawn grasses may be established by sod-
ding or sprigging at any time during the growing season if
moisture conditions are suitable or if water is available. The
fall season has many points in its favor. Lawn grasses started
during that season make considerable root growth before and
during the winter; they receive the benefits of fall and winter
rains, and in the early spring they are ready for immediate growth.
The growth of the grass in the fall and in the spring prepares it
to withstand hot dry weather during the summer. During the

[14]



spring and summer months, the lawn is used more than in the
fall and winter seasons. This is another factor in favor of having
the lawn established before spring or summer, since well-estab-
lished lawns permit rougher use than those planted in the spring.
However, lawn grasses established by sprigging and sodding in
the early spring grow satisfactorily if they have sufficient time
(about 2 months) to become well established before hot weather.
The principal controlling factor in regard to the time of starting
lawns by sprigs and sod is the moisture condition of the soil.

Amount of Grass Required for Sprigging Lawn Areas. Exact fig-
ures cannot be given for all work of this type due to the variation
in quality of grass available, different methods of handling the
sod, and other factors. However, the following rates will give a
basis for estimating the amount of grass needed for various size
lawn areas. Sod is measured by the bushel or by the square
yard. One bushel of stolons or plants will be required to set 400
square feet of area, using 2-inch squares of grass spaced 12 inches
apart. One square yard of sod will be required for each 324
square feet when set at that spacing. If small sprigs of grass are
used, 1 square yard of sod will set 3,000 to 4,000 square feet of
Zoysia or Bermuda grass, or 1,000 square feet of centipede or
St. Augustine grass, when spaced 12 inches apart in squares.

Sodding Solid. Solid blocks of sod can be used very effectively
in establishing lawns. When sufficient grass is available, blocks
about 1 foot wide and as long as can be handled conveniently
may be placed on the area after the soil is carefully prepared
and fertilized. The sod should be rolled to settle the blocks into
place. Such treatment is often advisable on banks and terrace
slopes, though solid sodding may not be practical on the entire
lawn area. If it is not practical to cover the entire bank or terrace
slope with blocks of sod, the blocks should be cut about 6 inches
wide and set in solid rows across the slope. Thick blocks of sod
should be dug, leaving as much soil as possible on the roots.

Sprigging. Planting sprigs of grass in rows about 1 foot apart
and spaced about the same distance between rows is a practical
and effective method for establishing grass. Also, it can be
planted in solid rows about 1 foot apart. By this procedure, the
grass will quickly cover the entire area. When this method is
used on sloping areas, the rows should be run across the slope.

[15 1



1 **

#. r,, -

Sodding an area solid with blocks of Bermuda grass sod. On the right, are
the blocks of sod, while at the left the area has been sodded solid by putting

rh, hl k in p-lacc

Upper left-2-inch block of Zoysia sod. Upper right-small sprig of Zoysia.
Lower left and right-2-inch piece of sod and sprig properly set. Note the

leaves must not be covered.
[16 1



Sprigys (of lermucla grass may he placed ini a finrroxx and conl-
j)Ietel\ cox ered. Sprigs of Zoy sia, centipede, St. Augustine, and
carpet grass should ahvxaxvs be set carefully to leav e the tip) endrs
exposed, since these grasses are killed when they are comtpletely
(ov ered wxith soil. The sprigs shouldi be firmhx set and the area
rolled and wxatered. A good rolling is v ery helpfu 'in ig ettinge grass
estab~lishedl and in eliminating ridgfes andn higrh places in the Iawvn.

Sprigging Followed by Seeding. When a lawn is started1 xxith

spis seed of some other plant may he sowxn to giv e a quiick sod
to prevenut the soil from wxashing while the sprigs are b~ecomng
established. If sprigging is (lone ini the I all, Italian rx egrass,

Kertukvbluegrass, or wvhite Dutch clov er max be used. If
sp)rigging is clone in the spring, common lespcdcza max be used.
This sometimes results in killing the grass set by sprigs. If Zoysi
is treatedl in this manner, the pieces of sod I sedl for sprigging
should be at least 2 inches sqjuare. Tests at Auburn haxve usn all
resulted in a failure xxith Zoxysia whent small sprigs wxere used ini
this manner. Hoxxex er, if 2-inch pieces of so(d wxere used, the
Zox sia alxxax s succeeded.

An area was strip sodded with Bermuda grass. Note the rows run on the
contour to check washing.

1 17 1



Care of Sod. After sod is dug, it should be kept moist and
in the shade as much as possible until set.

PLANTING with SEED

When grass is to be started by seed, the soil should be carefully
prepared and should be in a moist condition. The rate of seeding
is discussed under each plant. For lawns of average size, broad-
casting by hand is the most practical and efficient method of
sowing seed. In seeding either by hand or by machines, the
quantity of seed should be divided into equal amounts. One half
of the seed should be distributed in one direction and the re-
mainder at right angles to the first application. After the seed
have been sown, the area should be raked very lightly and rolled
with a light roller to aid in germination. Watering with a fine
spray will help germination, but care should be taken to avoid
washing.

SODDING OLD BERMUDA GRASS LAWNS with NEW GRASS

It is sometimes desirable to sod a Bermuda grass lawn to
another grass, such as Zoysia or centipede, without first killing
the Bermuda. Experiments conducted at Auburn show that this
may be done provided pieces of sod at least 2 inches square are
used. When small sprigs w ere used, tests with Zoysia always
failed, while some tests witb entipede proved successful. Holes
should be dug in the lawn and the sod inserted and carefully
packed with soil. The holes should be spaced about 12 inches
apart.

CARE and MAINTENANCE

Mowing. After the lawn is established, the grass shouldbe
allowed to grow to a height of about 3 inches. After thi is
desirable to mow the lawn regularly with the mower set high.
It is not best to clip the grass low even after it is well established.
If the mower is set to a height of 13- to 2 inches, spreading and
root development will not be retarded. Mowing should be started
as early in the spring as necessary, and should be continued until
the grass stops growing in the fall. If mowing is done regularly,
the clippings should be left on the lawn. The lawn may be
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brushed with a broom or raked to settle the clippings around the
grass. Clippings have a mulching effect on the lawn and help
keep the soil moist.

Watering. It is often necessary to water lawns in this State to
keep them attractive during the hot summer months. Proper
preparation of the soil and correct practices in watering will re-
duce the frequency of waterings necessary to keep the grass in
good condition.

The lawn should be watered in the late afternoon, at night, or
very early in the morning. Watering during the hot part of the
day wastes a high percentage of the water by evaporation and
may scald the grass. It is much better to water the lawn thor-
oughly once or twice a week than to sprinkle it lightly every day.
A light watering every day will cause the roots to develop near
the surface of the ground where they are most subject to damage
by drought and cold. It will require 62 gallons of water per 100
square feet to apply 1 inch of water over the area. One inch of
water will wet soil 3 to 4 inches deep. With average city pres-
sure, using the average hose without a nozzle, it will require
about 15 minutes to wet 100 square feet 3 to 4 inches deep; or if
a spray is used, it will require 30 to 60 minutes.

Fertilizing. Probably more lawns are in poor condition due to
a lack of proper fertilization than to any other one thing. A
program of fertilizing the lawn, starting in the spring with an
application of such a fertilizer a64at the rate of 1 pound per
100 square feet and repeating tis =t intervals of 4 to 6 weeks,
will produce a good lawn. Cottonseed meal at the rate of 2 to 4
pounds or nitrate of soda at the rate of one-half pound per 100
square feet may be substituted for the-6-84 fertilizer for some of
the applications.

In applying nitrate of soda, sulfate of ammonia, or other sources
of readily available nitrogen, or a complete fertilizer such as

s6 8&4 care should be taken to prevent burning the grass. This
may be accomplished by watering the lawn to wash the fertilizer
off the grass, or by applying the fertilizer while the grass is dry
and raking or brushing the lawn so that the fertilizer will settle
on the ground around the grass plants. There is no danger of
burning the grass by the use of cotton-seed meal or peanut meal.

CAUTION: Centipede grass should not be fertilized with
the nitrogen fertilizer as described above. (See page 6).
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Kentucky bluegrass lawns should receive several applications
of fertilizer containing phosphate. A mixed fertilizer, such as
6-84, is excellent for this purpose.

An application once or twice a year of about one-fourth inch
layer of good composted soil or good topsoil as a top-dressing for
lawns is one of the best practices for maintaining a good sod.
This soil should be uniformly distributed over the lawn and
should be settled to the ground by watering or raking. On lawns
of centipede, St. Augustine, and Zoysia grasses, it is particularly
important not to cover the plants.

Reworking Old Lawns. Many old lawns that are in poor con-
dition can be re-established as good lawns by following the above
practices in regard to mowing, watering, and fertilizing together
with reseeding and sprigging or sodding sections where the grass
has died. Where lawns are in too poor a condition to be re-
worked in this manner, the same general procedure should be
followed as recommended for starting new lawns.

PESTS

The three most common pests of lawns are weeds, insects, and
diseases.

Weeds are often one of the most difficult problems encoun-
tered in maintaining a lawn. When conditions are made favor-
able for sod-forming plants, most weeds are kept in check.

The weeds found on lawns in the South may be divided into
two groups--winter weeds and summer weeds.

Winter Weeds. Winter weeds come up in the fall, grow
through the winter and early spring, reproduce, and die. Some
of the more common winter weeds are: chickweed, cranes-bill,
evening primrose, cudweed, bur clover, Carolina clover, hop
clover, hen-bit, plantain, and toadflax. All of these may be con-
trolled by hand weeding if sufficient care is used in digging.
They may also be controlled by treating the lawn with calcium
cyanamid.

Calcium cyanamid is a common source of commercial nitrogen
having herbicidal properties. It will kill weeds and supply all
nitrogen needed by the lawn .the following year. It should be
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broadcast uniformly over the area in January or early February
at the rate of 5 pounds per 100 square feet.

CAUTION: Treatment with cyanamid should be confined'
to Bermuda grass lawns, and should not be applied to blue-
grass or other lawns. When applied to the soil, cyanamid will
not injure shrubbery, but it should not touch the foliage. It should
not be used around vines or other plants that require an acid soil.
Long-haired dogs should not be allowed to play on the lawn
until after a rain has washed the cyanamid off the grass.

Most of the winter weeds can be controlled by spraying with
2,4-D. This material should be used carefully, since it will
seriously damage roses and other flowers if it touches them. In
treating lawns with 2,4-D, use only the non-volatile kind, such
as amine or sodium salt, and follow carefully the instructions of
the manufacturer. Be very careful not to allow the spray to blow
on plants that are sensitive to the material.

WILD ONION OR GARLIC is one of the worst lawn pests in the
South. It can be controlled by carefully digging up the entire
plant, including bulbs. In Bermuda grass it has been controlled
by spraying with a mixture of 9 parts kerosene and 1 part creosote
in late January or early February. Wild onions also may be con-
trolled by spraying with 2,4-D. The same precautions as just
previously mentioned should be followed.

Summer Weeds. The worst summer weeds are crab grass,
Dallis grass, and crowfoot or goose grass. Dallis and crowfoot
should be removed by hand weeding. Crab grass can be con-
trolled by hand weeding or by treating with lead arsenate or
calcium arsenate at the rate of 1 pound per 100 square feet of
area. The arsenate should be applied in late February or early
March, and may be dusted on or mixed with soil and scattered
over the lawn as a top-dressing.

CAUTION: Arsenates are very poisonous; livestock should
not be allowed to eat the treated grass.

Recently several compounds for controlling crab grass have
been placed on the market. Such materials as Tact-C-Lect,
Stoddards solvent, and potassium cyanate have been used suc-
cessfully for crab grass control. Some materials are effective
only on crab grass in the seedling stage, while others are effective
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on mature crab grass. Instructions of the manufacturer should
be carefully followed.

Insects and Other Pests. Among the insects and other pests
that sometimes damage lawns are: ants, chinch bugs, earthworms,
moles, and white grubs.

ANTs often become a problem in the house and also cause
trouble in the yard and garden by disfiguring lawns and trans-
porting aphids to plants.

Chlordane is an effective insecticide against ants. The ma-
terial may be used in dust or spray form containing 5 per cent
chlordane. If a spray is desired, an emulsifiable concentrate
containing 40 per cent chlordane should be bought and diluted
with water to 5 per cent strength. Ants may be kept out of the
house by covering the foundation with dust or spray. Where
possible, the insecticide should be applied under the house, coat-
ing walls, pillars, and other supports with the material. Caution
should be used in applying the spray to plants, since tender
foliage may be burned. The dust will not injure plants.

Unsightly mounds on the lawn may be treated by working
one-half teacupfuls of the dust or spray into the hill. For control
of mound-building fire ants, a 10 per cent dust is recommended.

A suitable ant poison may be made of the following:

1 quart of water 125 grains of arsenate of soda
1 pound of sugar 25 grains of tartaric acid

Boil until arsenate of soda has dissolved and add one tablespoon of
honey. Place the mixture poison in pill boxes, waterproofed by dip-
ping in hot parafin. Make one or more holes in top of boxes with a
nail; place the boxes of poison bait near ant runways.

CHINCH BUG attacks on St. Augustine grass result in brown
patches that have yellow edges. The insects will be found doing
their damage in the grass that has turned yellow.

This insect may be controlled by use of 20 per cent sabadilla
or 20 per cent toxaphene dust applied liberally over the lawn.
Lindane spray is also highly effective. One pound of 25 per cent
wettable Lindane in 50 gallons of water will make enough spray
for about one-half acre. A second application may be necessary
10 days later. Repeated applications of 1 per cent rotenone dust
are moderately effective against this pest.
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SEARTHWORMS under average conditions are considered bene-
ficial, but in some instances they are pests. They burrow in
lawns and cast up mounds of soil that interfere with mowing.
This trouble also occurs on golf courses. In such cases, apply
1 ounce of bichloride of mercury in 25 gallons of water per 500
square feet of lawn, and water thoroughly to wash the material
into the soil.

CAUTION: Bichloride of mercury is poisonous and should
be carefully labeled and handled. All containers used for this
treatment should be washed thoroughly before being used for
other purposes.

MOLES may be controlled on lawn areas by persistent use of
traps. The choker-type trap is most effective, but other models
with tynes or spears are satisfactory if properly set. The soil in
the runways should be mashed down firmly at several places late
in the afternoon. Examination should be made the following
morning to determine which runways are being used. The traps
are then set in the active runways. Care must be taken to see
that the trap is properly set so that it will be sprung as the mole
passes through the tunnel.

Hydrogen cyanide gas is highly effective against moles, but
the material is deadly poisonous. It should be used only by
persons familiar with the dangers involved. Some pest control
operators are qualified to use hydrogen cyanide for mole control.

WHITE GRUBS are larvae of a number of species of beetles com-
monly called "June bugs." The grubs damage grass by eating
the roots. Their presence is indicated by small irregular brown-
ish patches in the lawn. When large numbers of grubs infest a
lawn, all roots may be cut, killing large sections of the grass
which becomes easily pulled or raked out of the ground.

The grubs may be controlled by use of DDT, chlordane, or
lead arsenate. DDT should be applied at the rate of 6 pounds
of 10 per cent dust per 1,000 square feet. Chlordane should be
applied at the rate of 22 pounds of 10 per cent dust per 1,000
square feet. Lead arsenate, if used, should be applied at the rate
of 10 pounds per 1,000 square feet. Equivalent amounts of these
materials may be applied as sprays.
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Whether applied as a spray or as a dust, the insecticide should
be washed into the lawn by sprinkling, unless rain can be ex-
pected within a few days. Until the insecticide is washed into
the treated area, children should not be allowed to play on the
lawn, and domestic animals should not be grazed on it.

The treatment should be applied as soon as damage begins to
appear, regardless of the season of the year.

Diseases. Lawn grasses are sometimes injured by a disease
known as brown patch. There are two kinds of brown patch:
(1) Large brown patch causes large areas of the grass leaves to
die suddenly. The roots, however, are not killed by this type,
and usually the grass will recover. (2) Small brown patch, or
dollar brown patch, attacks small areas of about the size of a
silver dollar, completely killing the grass.

Lawn grasses may turn brown due to reasons other than brown
patch. However, if the brown spots appear suddenly--almost
overnight--during periods of high temperature and high humid-
ity, brown patch is probably the cause.

Both types of brown patch can be controlled by use of fun-
gicidal sprays. Lawns should be watched carefully and if diseased
spots appear, they should be treated with Tersan' at the rate of
2 pounds suspended in 100 gallons of water, which will treat
6,000 square feet of lawn surface. Applications should be re-
peated at weekly intervals as long as the disease is present.

150% tetramethyl triuramdisulfide.


