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Of the several forms of cannibalism among chickens, some of the
most common arg toe picking, egg cating, feather cating, body picking, and
a condition known qs»prolupsc of the oviduct, or pick-out.

Crowded Conditions Main Couso

A summary of the different causes of cannibalism shows that the
major factor is crowded housing conditions Practically every cuse of the
habit can be directly or indirectly tra Cud to this one cause. Over-crowding
the brooder house is one of the first mistakes usually made. Thorefore,
every cffort should be made to prevent cannibalistic habits from getting
started by providing sufficient space in the brooder house. Each chick
should have at least one~half.square foot of floor space in the brooder
house. Placing too many chicks under one brooder is znother common misteke.
Not more than 400 chicks should be brooded in one unit under ono brooder
stove, regardless of the gize of the brooder or room. Even when these
principles are adhered to, the growing chicks must have more room after
thoey reach the age of about 8 weeks. At this time the cockerels often can
be recmoved to allow more spuce for the young pullets. During the remsinder
of the growing season, tho pullets should have ample roosting space and, if
possible, unlimited range. Depending on size, cuch pullet reguires from 6

~to 10 inches of space on the roosting pole. One acrc or more of Trange
should be provided for cach 100 pullots.

When transferred to laying guarters, each pullet will need the
following: from 3 to 4 square feet of floor spacec, & to 10 inches of space
on the roosting poles, and 3 inches of hopper feeding space. One roomy
dark nest should be prov1dcd for cach e¢ight hens, '

Importance of Keoping Birds Busy

After being reored on a range, pullets are usually idle, restless,
and casily irritated when partially confined to a laying house. Therefore,
.any device or practicce that will keep them intercsted =nd busy will be
helpful. Feeding green fecd in small quantities scveral times during the
day is @ good practice. Dust baths, although not usually recommended, will
keep the birds busy for @« whilc. BSuch other practices as feeding semi-~
solid buttermilk on bourds near the floor, feeding moist mash, or scatter-
ing grain in the litter on the floor will help divert the birds from eanni-
< halistice t&ndeOle.
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Dark Nests Helpful

When pullets come into production, or after hens have, come back
into production following & molt, the cloaczl purts in the vent become”
flexible for a few days, thus permlttlng the tendbr red cloacal membranes
to protrude from the vent immedisctely after the egg is laid. When & bird
leaves the nest with this red membrzne exposed, she immediately bucomes
the center of attraction. The entire flock persistently picks at tho
oxposed cloaca until the intestinsl tract is stripped out, In somc cases
the intestine is not destroyed, but the lecoration is so severe that the
bird dies. Well-darkened nests encourcge hens to remain on the nests for
a longer period of time after laying; thus they arc hslpful in preventing
pick-outs. Tocking burlap curtains over the front of thec nests is an casy
way to moke them secluded and dark. Pullets ususlly stend on the entrance
platform and await their turn to lay. To prevent these birds picking the
pullet that has just laid, the platform or runway may. be removed from the
lower tier of ncsts. Nests should be constructed well in advance of the
time pullets are expected to sturt laying. The birds should be encouraged
to lay in the nest rather than on the floor or ground, since the latter
practice encourages cannibalism. ' '

Feeding and Cannibalism

Accumulation of hard fat in the abdomen tends to cause tho cloaca
to become flexible and protrude from the vent. A grain rotion with o
variety of grains and mssh, rather than an all-corn ration, will keop the
fowls in good condition und reduce this tendency. In some ceses canni-
balism is promotcd by irrcgulur fecding and a mincral-deficicnt dicte.
Mash should be kept before the birds continually, with plenty of hopper
space provided; also, unlimited amounts of oyster shell and sand should be
available at 2ll times.

Prolapse is often caused by constipstion. To relieve this condi-
tion, Epsom salts may be fed at the rate of one pound per 100 maturc birds,
or one-half to thres-fourthsof a pound per 100 growing birds oncc overy
month, or as neceded,.

The feuding of whole oats is often helpful in controllihg canni-
balism, Addition "of meat products to the mash or the feoeding of frﬁsh meat
scraps is usuazlly of no value in stopping this habit.

Extra amounts of common salt fod to chickens showing cunnibalistic
habits has been found to often check the trouble. The common recommendation
‘1s to add 1 toblespoonful to salt to each gallon of water consumed during
tho forcnoon for 3 days end ropest this treatment a few deys later if
necessary. Sprinkling a little szlt on top of the mash scveral times daily
for 3 days slso has been found effective in stopping an outbrseuok.

, When feod hoppers are clevated about 12 to 18 inches above the
floor, birds standing on the floor are inclined to pick the vents of the
birds eating the mash., The hoppers may be railsed far cnough above the |
floor to eliminate this temptation, or the fecders should be placcd dircetly
on the floor.



Dark Houses Effcctive

One of the best methods of controlling cennibalism, especially in
young chicks, is to darken the entire house to such an oxtent that the birds
can -seu enly to got around and eat., Window curtains of a medium dark
colored material may be used for this purpose. Care must be taken, however,
that the house is well ventilated zs a warm stuffy housc encourages oanni-
balism,

Anit-Pick Devices

Seversl types of devices for preventing cannibalism are on the
market. Each is usually effective and may be attached to pullets when
they are housed for winter, or to old hens at time of molt, without affect-
ing egg production. Some of these devices are attached to the beak so that
the birds cannot pick one another; however, there is no interference with
eating. Other devices act as glasses, preventing one bird from seeing blood
or wounds on another. There are also metal shields which attach to the taill
head of the bird and protect the vent and a device for cutting the tip of
the upper beak. All are considered sutisfactory, but should be used only
as a lest resort. Tur or commercial paints mey We applied to the wounds
of picked birds to prevent other birds from killing them. However, these
products are of only temporary valus. '

Prevention Basier Then Cure

Regardless of what methods are used to prevent cannibalism, once
the habit is established, it is difficult to control. Since over-crowding
is the major cauge, every effort should be made to prevent caunnibalism from
making its appearance by providing adequate space at all times. There are
always numerous signs of trouble far in sdvance of actuszl mortazlity. Rest-
lessness, feather eating, feather picking, cnd bare backs are some of the
signs to be watched for. When these signs appear, crowded conditions
should be relieved nt once.






